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H88-0131.  Ross, Metta J. (1890-1984). 
 Papers, 1896-1984.  9.00 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Hope College class of 1926; Hope College professor of History 
and English (1926-1960); founder of “Palette and Masque” drama club 
(forerunner to the Theatre department), and the International Relations 
Club; awarded a bronze medal by Queen Juliana of the Netherlands for 
donations and letter writing efforts during World War II; correspondence, 
history project on Drummond Island.  The collection includes 
biographical material and correspondence, course materials such as clippings, lecture notes, 
pamphlets, bibliographies, outlines, and examinations, arranged under general categories of arts, 
biography, literature, international affairs, Latin America, Africa, Europe, Asia, and world 
civilization.  Manuscripts include:  “The Middle East Controversy,” “The Rise of a Loud Speaker 
(Hitler),” “The Disease Called Malaria,” “The East and West Indies,” “The Political Situation in 
Africa, 1960,” “Dutch Scholars,” “Of Mercury and Men (Russia-Climate),” “Without Benefit of 
Clergy (Mexico),” “The United Nations and World Peace.”  Short story manuscripts include: 
“The Boomerang,” “Cups,” “The Spot of Blood,” “Short-Changed.”  Also, various unfinished 
manuscripts, and notes for a projected history of Drummond Island, organized by Barbara 
Good-Van Heest in 1987.  Reproductions of all Drummond Island materials are on microfilm.  
Collection also contains two oral history interviews conducted by Matthew Nickel concerning 
Ross with Dick and Phyllis Huff on March 15, 2002, and Paul Fried April 1, 2002. 
 
Accession No:  H88-0131 
Provenance:  Metta J. Ross 
Donor:   Metta J. Ross 
Photographs:  25 images (Boxes 3 and 5); International Relations Club Scrapbook (Box 
3) 
Processed by:  Matthew Nickel, January 2002 
   Elaine Bruins, November 2005 
 
Biography 
 
Metta J. Ross finished the last year of her degree at Hope College in 1926 after teaching 
history at Holland High School, as well as several other such teaching positions.  She became a 
professor of History (and English at several points in her career) at Hope College from 1926 to 
1960.  She received her Masters Degree from Michigan University, and her contributions to 
Hope College’s campus are numerous.  Never married, she had a devoted social life, attended 
Hope Reformed Church, and spent lots of time on Drummond Island, Michigan, especially after 
retirement.  She is noted for her passion for people, teaching, international affairs, art and culture. 
  
Scope and Content 
 
Collection contains Ross’ biographical information, writing (stories, essays, poems), 
research, news clippings, course and lecture information, correspondences, social information 
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(conferences, organizations), and historical research on Drummond Island from 1812. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
 Academic Homecoming, 1959 
 Africa  
  Articles, 1960 
  Clippings, 1959-1961 (3 folders) 
  Fact Sheets (by country), 1955-1956 
  Past/Present, 1956 
  Recent Publications on Africa, 1958 
 American Geographical Society, 1958, 1961 
 American History: Valley Forge, Monroe Doctrine, Constitution, 1984 
 American Revolution, 1987 
 Ancient Carthage in the Light of Modern Excavation, National Geographic, 1924 
 Ancient Greece, 1930, 1944 
 Ancient History, Notes and Materials, n.d. 
 Ants, A Nature Study, n.d. 
 Archeological Digs, 1961 
 Architecture 
  Gothic, 1941, n.d. 
  Medieval, n.d. 
  Romanesque, 1943 
 Argentina, 1946 
 Articles 
  Baboushka (Mme. Breshkovsky), 1947 
  Departure from Michilimackinac, 1963 
  The Lusitania, n.d. 
  Without Benefit of Clergy, n.d. 
  Ancient Persia, Pictures of Modern Persia, 1948 
  Gestures and Acting, 1939 
  Books, n.d. 
 Atom Bomb, Plans, 1949 
 Babushka: Life and Times of Madame Breshkovsky. 1947 
 Belgian Congo, 1956, 1959 
 Biographical Information 
  Catherine the Great, n.d. 
  Lincoln, n.d. 
  Metta Ross, 1903-1977 
  Dr. George Washington Carver, n.d. 
  Oliver Wendell Holmes, n.d. 
  Thomas Jefferson, Educator, n.d. 
 Bolivia during World War II, 1943 
 Brazil, articles, 1941-1946 
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 British Affairs, 1946 
 British-American Relations, pre-1800-1816 (2 folders) 
 British Give Up Mackinac Island, 1969 
 The Bulletin: Lake Carriers’ Association 
  1952 – July/Aug 1953 
  Aug/Sept 1964 – Nov/Dec 1967 
 Burning of the Phoenix, 1847 
 Byzantine Period, Reference to History 307, n.d. 
 Cambodia, n.d. 
 Canada, 1955-1956 
 Canada, Steel information/Tourism, 1950-1959 
 Cartoons 1947-1948 
 Cats, Photos and Articles, n.d. 
 Central American Art and Architecture, 1916, 1929, 1932, n.d. 
 Chicago Council on Foreign Relations, 1952-1957, 1963-1964 
 Chile, 1948 
 China, 1946-1949 
 China, Lectures on China, 1943, n.d. 
 Chinese History, Lecture Notes and Articles, n.d. 
 Ciano’s Diary, WWII, 1945, n.d. 
 Citations and Achievements, n.d. 
 Climate and Politics, 1970 
 Collected Poems, Papers, Articles of Sentiment, n.d. 
 College and University Sheepskins (see oversize file), n.d. 
 Committee for Constitutional Government, 1947 
 Communism, 1946, n.d. 
 Communism and Academic Freedom, 1949 
 Conference on the Caribbean, 1959-1961 
 Conferences, 1949-1960 
 Correspondence, 1930, 1959-1967 
 Crete, National Geographic article and pictures, 1943, nd. 
 Crusades, Feudalism, 1942 
 Dante’s Divine Comedy, Notes, 1944, n.d. 
 Delta Kappa Gamma Society (History), 1941-1962 
 Democracy, n.d. 
 Detour, Michigan, n.d. 
  
Box 2   
 
 Drummond Island 
  Appendix C, Related Matters, 1982-1983, n.d. 
  Articles 
   1967 
   Fish, Furs, and Frustration, 1965 
   Removal to Drummond Island, n.d. 
  Boundary Settlement, U.S. and Canada, n.d. 
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  British Occupation 
   1815-1828 (13 folders) 
   Evacuation from Drummond, 1828 
  Climate, n.d. 
  Commanding Officers, British, n.d. 
  Cook, Samuel, 1969 
  Drummond Dolomite, Inc., n.d. 
  Early Settlers 
   General, 1951 
   Bailey Family, 1956, 1959 
   Luther Family, 1963 
   Parrish Family, 1960 
   Seaman Family, n.d. 
   Seaman Genealogical Tables, n.d. 
  Ecological Succession, n.d. 
  Finns on Drummond Island, 1940 
  Fort Collyer 
   1815-1828 
   Restoration, n.d. 
  Geology of Drummond Island Region, n.d. 
  Historical Setting, 1965-1966 
  Historical Society, 1960 
  Index, n.d. 
  Industry, 1900-1970s 
  Johnswood Settlement, 1900-1970s 
  Limestone Quarries, n.d. 
  Local Newspapers 
   Drummond Island Beacon, 1960-1961 
   The Weekly Wave, 1962-1967 
  Location and Occupation, October, 1967 
  Maps, Commercial, n.d. 
  Newspaper Clippings, 1932-1970 (4 folders) 
  Occupational Sequence, n.d. 
  Places, 1900-1970s 
  Problems to be Solved, n.d. 
  Related Correspondence, 1960-1961, 1964 
  Scrapbook Notes, n.d. 
  Second Coming of the White Man, n.d. 
  Sequent Occupance, Ecological Successions, n.d. 
  Tourism, 1900-1970s 
  Transportation and Communication, n.d. 
 Dutch Scholars, Visit of Crown Princess Juliana and Prince Bernhard, 1965, n.d. 
 Eastern and Extinct Civilizations, n.d. 
 Eastern Europe, n.d. 
 Edmond Charles Genet, Citizen, biography, 1924 
 Egypt 
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  Architecture, Digs, Art, and History, n.d. 
  The Dawn of Civilization, 1931 
  Introduction to Egyptian Medicine, n.d. 
  Resources/Teaching Notes on Egypt, n.d. 
 Eighteenth Century France, ca. 1925 
 England and America after the Revolution, 1969 
 England and Ireland: Norman Invasion to James I, n.d. 
 England: History of England, n.d. 
 English 306, Notes on Shakespeare, 1945, n.d. 
 English Heraldry, 1956 
 Essay on American Art/History, n.d. 
 Essays, The East Indies and World War II, 1941 
 Federation to Fight Fascism, 1946 
 Fiction, n.d. 
 Fiction rough drafts, n.d. 
 Fiction 
  The Boomerang, n.d.  
  Cups, n.d. 
  Mayan Story, n.d. 
  The Scarlet Thread, n.d. 
  Spot of Blood, 1926, n.d. 
  The Wine of Violence (under pseudonym “Jane Kennedy”), n.d. 
  Unfinished story, Our Neighbors, God Bless Them–Mexico, n.d. 
  
Box 3 
 
Financial Information, 1948-1964 
 Ford Study on Critical Thinking, 1955 
 A Forgotten City, Port Sheldon, n.d. 
 France 
  Articles on France, n.d. 
  The Dreyfus Case, 1924, n.d. 
  The Reign of Louis XIV, 1945 
  Second Empire, n.d. 
 French Revolution, n.d. 
 Fur Trade 
  American, n.d. 
  British, n.d. 
  French, n.d. 
  General, n.d. 
 Geopolitics, n.d. 
 George Washington, n.d. 
 Germany 
  1949 
  Post-war problems, 1945-1946 
 The Gold Coast, n.d. 
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 Great Lakes, n.d. 
 Great Lakes Shipping 
  History to 1900, n.d. 
  20th Century, 1959 
 Greece, 1946 
 Greek Ancient Cultures, Business & Social Life, Lecture Notes, 1939, n.d. 
 Greek Architecture and Its Influence upon the Architecture in America, n.d. 
 Greek Architecture, Lecture Notes, n.d. 
 Greek Art, Lecture Notes, n.d. 
 Greek Costumes as Portrayed on Greek Vases, 1946 
 Greek Drama, Lecture Notes, n.d. 
 Greek Music, 1935 
 Greek Sculpture, 1947 
 Greek Vases, Lecture Notes, n.d. 
 Guatemala, Articles, 1942, n.d. 
 History 
  12, n.d. 
  47, n.d. 
  48, n.d. 
  51, 1931 
  52, Cultural History, n.d. 
  53, 54 Hispanic America, n.d. 
  55, n.d. 
  63, 1950-1951 
  65, 1958, n.d. 
  65: Resources, 1959, n.d. 
  67: History 333, 1950 
  68, n.d. 
  71: Final Examination, n.d. 
  74: History of the Far East, n.d. 
  76: Russian History, n.d. 
  84: Contemporary Problems, 1956 
  102: Key to Italian Unification, 1939 
  102: Summer Session, 1935 
  301, n.d. 
  303: Cultural History of the Ancient Mediterranean, n.d. 
  304: Cultural History of the Middle Ages, n.d. 
  304: Muslim, Social, Legal, Political Institutions, n.d. 
  306: Cultural Aspects of Greek Life and Thought, 1935 
  307: Cultural Aspects of Civilization, 1940 
  312, n.d. 
  312: Review Topics, Oriental Civilization, n.d. 
  313, n.d. 
  333: Term Paper Titles, 1927-1928 
  335, n.d. 
  404: Notes, 1945 
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  Curriculum Documents, n.d. 
  Department, n.d. 
 Hitler, 1940-1950 
 Hope College  
  Oral History Project, 1977 
  Schedule of Classes, 1946-1947 
  Study of the Superior Student, 1951-1952 
  Theater, 1971-1977 (5 images) 
 Hudson’s Bay Company, n.d. 
 India 
  1940 
  Cultural and Religious, 1913, 1950 
  Lecture Notes and Map, n.d. 
 Indian-British Relations, n.d. 
 Indian 
  British Indian Department, n.d. 
  British Relations, n.d. 
   Gifts, n.d. 
   War of 1812, n.d. 
  Customs, n.d. 
  Land Purchases, 1815-1824 
  Tribes in Michigan, n.d. 
 International Affairs 
  1936 
  General, n.d. 
 International Relations Club, 1954 
 International Relations Club Scrapbook, 1956 
 Introduction and Other Files, n.d. 
 Iran 
  1946  
  The Golden Bowl, n.d. 
 Iraq and Iran, Mountain Tribes, 1946 
 Ireland, map, 1937 
 Israel, n.d. 
 Italian Art, n.d. 
 Italy, 1946 
 Japan, 1946 
 Japanese Art, n.d. 
 John Keats, As Seen in His Letters, n.d. 
 John Milton’s Paradise Lost, Notes, n.d. 
 Kenya, n.d. 
 The Korean Conflict of 1950, 1950 
 Labor, Information, Articles, 1946 
 Latin America 
  1955-1956 
  1957 (History 54) 
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Box 4 
 
 Latin America (cont.)  
  Axis Activities in Latin America, 1940 
  General, Newspaper Clippings, 1940 
  Oil Conflict, 1948 
 League of Nations, Organization and Functions, n.d. 
 Lecture Notes/Resources 
  Early Man, n.d. 
  Roman Empire, 1947 
 Lecture Notes/Test, Charlemagne, n.d. 
 Letter Excerpt, Lord Macaulay on ‘Life of Jefferson’, 1857 
 Lichtenstein, n.d. 
 Mackinac Bridge, 1958 
 Manuscripts on Population Concerns, 1960 
 Maps, Historic, n.d. 
 McDouall, Robert 
  at Drummond, n.d. 
  at Michilimackinac, n.d. 
  Biographical Notes, n.d. 
  Specific Citations of His Letters, 1815-1816 
 Medicine of the Moguls, n.d. 
 Medieval Art, n.d. 
 Medieval Manuscripts, notes, n.d. 
 Mexican Art, n.d. 
 Mexico Manuscripts, Fiction and Essays, 1936 
 Mexico, Synarchists, n.d. 
 Michigan, 1955-1956 
 Michigan Academy of Science, Arts, and Letters, 1950 
 Michigan History, 1939, 1947 
 Michilimackinac 
  n.d. 
  British Occupation 
   Up to 1796, n.d. 
   1812-1815, n.d. 
  Cession to U.S., 1815, n.d. 
  General, n.d. 
 Microfilm, n.d. 
 Middle East, 1956-1958 
 Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings, 1970, n.d. 
 Mississippi Valley Historical Association, 1925 
 Modern Architecture, 1929 
 Modern Art, 1931, n.d. 
 Modern European History, 1500-1815, Outline and Study Guide, 1945 
 Monasteries, n.d. 
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 Mormons, n.d. 
 Mottos and Quotations, 1917, 1975, n.d. 
 National Council of Women, 1961-1967 
 Netherlands/East Indies, 1940-1941 
 Netherlanders in America, n.d. 
 New France 
  Colonization 
   17th Century, n.d. 
   18th Century, n.d. 
  Early Exploration, n.d. 
  Jesuits, n.d. 
 Newspaper Clippings and Sections, Focus on Japan, Russia, and Europe, 1946 
 Nigeria, 1958, n.d. 
 Non-fiction, n.d. 
 Northwest Fur Company, n.d. 
  Beaver Club, n.d. 
  History, n.d. 
  Interest in Cession of Michilimackinac, n.d. 
  Rivalry with Hudson’s Bay Company, n.d. 
 Old Anchor Articles, 1934, 1960 
 Oral History Interviews 
  Paul Fried, 3/12/2003 
  Dick and Phyllis Huff, 3/15/2002 
 Original Poetry, n.d. 
 Outdoor Life, n.d. 
 
Box 5 
 
 Palestine, 1947-1948 
 Palestine, The Arab View of Palestine, 1955 
 Papers 
  International Justice, For RCA Committee, 1949 
  The Middle East Controversy, October 1956 
  Africa, Written and Read, 1956 
 Paraguay and Peru, 1948 
 Phi Alpha Theta, History Honors Society, 1959 
 Phoenician Art, 1936 
 Photographs, Metta Ross and mother, father, grandmother, other, 1926, n.d. (20 images) 
 Poland, 1946 
 Political Writing, n.d. 
 Professional 
  Concerns, 1945-1946, 1954 
  Correspondence, 1945-1965 
  Life, 1958-1964 
 Renaissance Art and Architecture, notes, resources, 1955, n.d. 
 Report on Malaria, 1943 
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 Robert Browning, n.d. 
 Roman Orations, translated by W. Welmers (History 51), 1935 
 Ross Family Homestead, n.d. 
 Rough Drafts 
  Articles on Michigan History, 1966-1967 
  Non-fiction, n.d. 
  Poetry, n.d. 
 Russia 1946 (History 404) 
 Russia 
  Articles, 1942-1949 
  Articles, History 76, 1947-1950 
  Climate, former USSR/Russia, 1957 
 Russian 
  Affairs, 1946 
  Culture, 1971 
  Literature, Historical Background, 1934 
 Sault Ste. Marie, n.d. 
 St. Joseph Island, n.d. 
 Shakespeare 
  King Lear, Julius Caesar, n.d. 
  Othello, Richard II, Macbeth, Measure for Measure, Henry IV, n.d. 
 Soo Locks 
  History, 1958, n.d. 
  20th Century, 1969, n.d. 
 Student Feedback, n.d. 
 Sumeria 
  Babylonia, Notes, n.d. 
  Sea of Galilee, 1931-1932 
 Tolstoi’s Theory of Art, March 17, 1928 
 Tongues in Stones: Gothic Architecture as an Expression of the Middle Ages, 1935 
 Topical Maps, World Distribution of Disease, 1952 
 Travel 
  Distances and Expense, n.d. 
  Souvenirs, Mexico, n.d. 
 Treaty of Ghent 
  Boundary Provisions, n.d. 
  Concerning Indians, n.d. 
  Excerpts from, 1970 
  Peace Conference and Commissioners, n.d. 
  Ratification, n.d. 
 Trygve Lie, n.d. 
 The Two Carlyles, NYT Book Review, 1931 
 Turkish Straits, 1947-1949 
 Uganda, n.d. 
 Unfinished Manuscripts, Once Hitler Failed, n.d. 
 Union of South Africa, 1954 
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 United States, Exploration and Expansion, n.d. 
 University of Michigan, 1939 
 The Universities (Medieval), 1936 
 Uruguay, n.d. 
 Venezuela, 1947 
 War of 1812 
  British Position, n.d. 
  Causes and Results, n.d. 
  International Effect, n.d. 
  Military Operations and Strategies, n.d. 
  U.S. Sentiment, n.d. 
 Water, The Nile Valley, n.d. 
 Who’s Who, 1960 
 Women’s Suffrage, 1921 
 Writings on the Hebrews, n.d. 
 Yugoslavia, 1949 
 
Shelved 
 
 Research notes on many subjects on index cards 
 
